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HISTORY OF FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA—PHI BETA LAMBDA

Introduction
Nevada Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda (FBLA-PBL) history is the ongoing
story of dedicated educators, students, business leaders, parents, and community leaders who work
in cooperation with schools and the Nevada Department of Education to equip tomorrow’s
workforce with the business and leadership skills to advance American enterprise in Nevada and
across the globe.

FoundingofNevada FBLA: The Story Begins
The first Nevada local chapter of Future Business Leaders of America was established at Las Vegas
High School on March 20, 1950. The second chapter was established at Earl Wooster High School
in Reno on February 25, 1964, under the inspiration and leadership of Mrs. Elaine Hoover.
However, the Las Vegas chapter had ceased to exist by that time and Wooster became the only
active chapter in Nevada.

The First Chapters

In 1969, the Director of Vocational Education Branch of the Nevada State Department of Education,
recognizing the value of youth organizations to career training programs, endorsed and promoted
FBLA through the office of the State Supervisor of Business and Office Occupations Education.
Through aid provided by the Sears Foundation, additional local FBLA chapters were established at
Southern Nevada Vocational-Technical Center (VoTech), Reno High School, and Procter Hug High
School in 1970 and Elko High School in 1971.

State Chapter Charterednd First StateLeadership Conferences

The first State Leadership Conference of local FBLA chapters was held in Reno in April of 1971, at
which time the State Constitution was developed and accepted by the membership, and the first state
officers were elected. Application was made to the FBLA-PBL National Center for a State Charter,
which was received by the State President Lisa Pelligrini at the National Leadership Conference held
in Miami, Florida on June 21, 1971.

The second annual Nevada FBLA State Leadership Conference was held in Las Vegas in April of
1972. Bishop Gorman High School and White Pine County High School local chapters received
charters and were recognized at this conference.

The Nevada State Parliamentarian Association, the Oasis Chapter of the National Secretaries
Association, the Southern Nevada Business Education Association, Del Wade, Business Editor of
the Las Vegas Sun, and Dwayne Hickman, a television actor who portrayed Dobie Gillis, actively
supported and participated in the Las Vegas conference.

Winners of state contests attended the June 1972 National Conference held in Houston, Texas. At
this conference, Nevada State President Sam Weaver was elected to the office of National Vice
President of the Western Region. He and the members of the Nevada delegation were greeted by
First Lady Mrs. Pat Nixon and the FBLA National Staff.

The first Executive Board meeting was held on August 23-24, 1972 in Carson City. A

comprehensive program of work and the establishment of procedures were presented by President
Weaver and approved by the Board.
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History of FBLA Chartered Chapters in Nevada

1950

1964

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1984

1985

1986

1989

Las Vegas High School—first FBLA high school division chapter!
Earl Wooster High School

Southern Nevada Vocational-Technical Center (VoTech)
Reno High School
Procter Hug High School

Elko High School

Bishop Gorman High School
White Pine County High School

Carlin High School
Carson City High School
Chaparral High School
Las Vegas High School

Battle Mountain High School
Clark High School

Rancho High School

Wells High School

Owyhee High School

Reed High School

Sparks High School
Eldorado High School

Bonanza High School
Boulder City High School

Valley High School
Austin High School

Douglas High School
McQueen High School

Jackpot High School
Tonopah High School

Churchill High School
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1990  Virginia City High School
1991  Eureka High School

1992  Cimarron-Memorial High School
Galena High School
Green Valley High School
Horizon High School East
Pahranagat Valley High School
Western High School

1993  Spring Creek High School

1994  Durango High School
Fernley High School
Yerington High School

1995  Round Mountain High School

1996  Advanced Technologies Academy
West Wendover High School

1997  Silverado High School
Basic High School

Spring Creek Middle School (first FBLA Middle Level Chapter!)
West Wendover Middle School
Pine Middle School

2001  C.O. Bastian
Cheyenne High School
Coronado High School

Great Basin College

2002  Spanish Springs High School
Sierra Vista High School
Truckee Meadows College

2003  Virgin Valley High School
North Valley High School
Palo Verde High School
University of Nevada, Reno
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2004  Community College High School
Spring Valley High School

2006  North Valleys High School
Canyon Springs High School
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Round Mountain Middle School

2007 Arbor View High School
Legacy High School
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FBLA Reaching the Millennium

Erin Hackman NLC Saholarship

In 1997 the Erin Hackman NLC Scholarship was named in honor of Erin Hackman the Nevada
FBLA State President from Douglas FBLA who was Killed in an tragic car accident during her term
as State President. The scholarship is designed to provide financial assistance to Nevada state
champions competing at the annual National Leadership Conference. State dues were raised $1.00
to build the NLC fund for competitors.

Middle Level DivisionEstablished
In 1997-98 the first three Middle Level chapters were chartered in Nevada. The first was formed at
Spring Creek Middle School, next at West Wendover Middle School, and Pine Middle School.

30 Years: Xcellerating to the Xtreme

In 2001, Nevada FBLA celebrated its 30" anniversary and State Leadership Conference at John
Ascauga’s Nugget in Sparks/Reno Nevada. State President Jeff Jordan from Advanced
Technologies Academy presided. The 30™ anniversary theme was “Xcellerating to the Xtreme.”
Mr. Steven Ascauga the Nugget General Manager welcomed the 450 members and advisers in
attendance. Mrs. Toody Byrd from Texas was the keynote speaker and 2001 Miss Teen Nevada
presented the “Who’s Who in Nevada FBLA” award. Nevada FBLA Honorary Life Memberships
were presented to Elaine Hoover (first Nevada FBLA local chapter adviser), Evelyn Miller (past
State Adviser), and Dr. Edward Miller (National FBLA-PBL Chief Executive Officer Emeritus).

During the 30" anniversary year State President Jeff Jordan organized Nevada FBLA’s first
Business and Industry Gala in Las Vegas raising more than $5,000 to support FBLA programs and
events. State membership topped 900 members representing almost—a doubling of membership in
the past decade.

State champions of Nevada FBLA competitive events attended the 2001 National Leadership
Conference in Orlando, Florida. At this NLC, past Nevada State President Jeff Jordan was elected
the 50" National FBLA President of FBLA and the first from Nevada. Nevada FBLA also
celebrated the year of service completed by National Parliamentarian Andrea Holmen of Spring
Creek FBLA.

Nevada FBLA—The Next 30 Years

Nevada FBLAPBL Goes Online

Nevada FBLA launched its official website at www.nevadafbla.org in Fall of 2001. Online
membership affiliation and conference registration first came online in 2002-03. In 2002-03 FBLA
State Reporter Ryan Paul designed the first “Members Only” section of the official state website. In
2005 Nevada FBLA-PBL became the first state to implement state officer team reporting online.
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Collegiate DivisionGrowth

Nevada FBLA Collegiate Division was formed in Fall of 2001 when Spring Creek FBLA chartered
and installed the Great Basin College chapter in Elko. The first Collegiate Division Adviser was Dr.
Jay Larson and first Collegiate Division President was Daniel Mahlberg both of Great Basin
College. In 2003, the University of Nevada, Reno joined Great Basin College as our second PBL
local chapter. Under the leadership of adviser Michelle Dowling and founding members Ryan Paul,
Andrea Holman, Ashley Smith, and Jamii Hass the chapter would go on to become one of the top
winning chapters in the Western United States for the PBL Division and Ryan Paul became both
National Treasurer and National President of Phi Beta Lambda.

Chassey Ako Service Award

In fall of 2005, Nevada FBLA-PBL experienced another sad loss in the unexpected death of UNLV
sophomore and former FBLA Northern Region Vice President Chassey Ako. Chassey was known
for her dedication to service and was one of the founding new members of the UNLV PBL chapter.
To honor of Chassey and celebrate her life, Nevada FBLA-PBL created the Chassey Ako Service
Award which allows local chapters to nominate an outstanding local member to be recognized for
their dedication to service. The first winner of the Chassey Ako Service Award was UNR PBL’s
Jamii Hass who implemented over 100 service projects as a member of FBLA and PBL and was also
a high school classmate of Chassey’s at Churchill County High School FBLA.

March of Dimes Leadership

Nevada FBLA-PBL has always been known for its dedication to service and our long standing
partnership with the March of Dimes. In fact, Nevada is one of the few states who dedicates a
significant portion of one state officer’s duties entirely to March of Dimes service. Nevada FBLA
has won two FBLA Mission LIFT Grants that have been used to assist in the promotion of FBLA
and March of Dimes in Nevada. These grants and the amazing spirit of Nevada’s members really
paid off in 2007 when under the leadership of State President and Nevada March of Dimes Youth
Representative Chris Williams, Nevada raised a state record of $16,363 to help save babies. This
amount topped the previous 1998 record of $12,473 raised under the leadership of National Vice
President Amanda Marvel from Spring Creek. Since 1998 Nevada FBLA has raised over $75,000.
Based on 2007 membership, Nevada contributed over $23 per member to March of Dimes (that three
times their state membership dues!) and on a per capita basis leads the nation in fund raising for
charity.

Nevada Pioneers New Progranasid Servicesor FBLA -PBL

Nevada is known for its pioneer spirit. This pioneer spirit flows through the Nevada State Chapter
of FBLA-PBL as well. Nevada has been a national leader in FBLA-PBL through its innovative
approach to service delivery. Nevada FBLA was either first or among the very first chapters to do
the following:

2000: Nevada FBLA became the first state in the nation to hire an association management
firm to administer day-to-day operations of Nevada FBLA-PBL with the hiring of TRI
Leadership Resources.

2002: During his term as National President, Jeff Jordan championed the Business
Achievement Awards individual member recognition program. Jeff Jordan recruited
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$25,000 in sponsorship to fund the start up of the program which recognizes levels of
individual merit at the Future, Business, Leader, and America level. FBLA chapters
throughout Nevada and across the globe now participate in the individual and chapter
recognition program.

2002: Nevada FBLA joins Washington State and Oregon as the first states to implement
Online Conference Registration.

2003: Nevada FBLA becomes the first state to recognize finalists and state champions
with lapel pins to be worn all throughout their FBLA membership.

2005: Nevada FBLA becomes one of the first state in the country to have state officers and
local chapters complete their Monthly Reports Online.

2005: Nevada FBLA joins Georgia and Arkansas as the first states to implement Online
Competitive Event Testing for FBLA. National FBLA-PBL followed these pioneering
states and implemented online testing for all national competition.

2005: Nevada joins Washington State and Oregon as the first states to rename the annual
state conference the State Business Leadership Conference.

2006: Nevada FBLA creates the National Business Honor Society recognizing top FBLA
members with GPA’s over 3.5.

2006: Nevada FBLA creates the Administrator of the Year Award recognizing top school
administrators in Nevada for their support and leadership of FBLA.

Leadership Development

The Academy for Chapter Training (ACT) was created by the 2002-03 Nevada FBLA State Officers.
In September 2002 State President Detrick Sanford welcomed 100 chapter officers and advisers
from 17 chapters across Nevada to Mesquite for the first annual training. Virgin Valley
Junior/Senior High School hosted this two day training.

In 2005, Nevada FBLA-PBL hosted two fall leadership experiences for members and advisers. The
Cal-Neva Resort in Lake Tahoe hosted an overnight event with 8 chapters and 75 participants. The
Sun Coast Hotel in Las Vegas hosted a one day Leadership Extravaganza for Southern Nevada
members with 7 chapters and over 100 participants.

Nevada FBLA has been a strong supporter of the FBLA Institute for Leaders national training and
certification program. From 2002-2006 Nevada placed in the top three for bringing the most
participants to IFL. This dedication to leadership and business development has earned Nevada the
Commitment to Excellence Award.
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Character of Enterprise Awards Founded

The Character of Enterprise Awards was founded by Nevada FBLA to honor distinguished Nevada
leaders for their character, leadership, and support of Nevada youth development. Three categories
were established: Community, Business, and Education. The first Character of Enterprise Awards
dinner was hosted at the MGM Conference Center in February of 2003. Las Vegas City Councilman
Lawrence Weekly was the honorary chair of the event that recognized Las Vegas Mayor Oscar
Goodman—Community Award; Shirley Barber from the Clark County School District Board of
Trustees—Education Award; and Bruce Daly of Bank of America for the Business Awards.

Management and Organization of Nevada FBLA-PBL

The FBLA-PBL State Charter was granted to the Nevada Department of Education in 1971. Evelyn
Miller, Nevada Department of Education Consultant for Business and Marketing Education, became
the first State Adviser and State Chair. She retired from service in 1998. Dr. Greg Richens was
appointed by the Department of Education in 1999/2000 to be the first State Chair of the new
millennium and the new Business and Marketing Consultant at the Department of Education.

In 2000, Dr. Richens convened a meeting of FBLA supporters in Reno to discuss the future
management and organization of Nevada FBLA. Dr. Richens proposed an innovative service
approach for managing Nevada FBLA-—he wanted enlist the services of professional nonprofit
managers to support the work of FBLA advisers and educators. Dr. Richens along with Nevada
Department of Education Office of Career and Technical Education Director Phyllis Dryden invited
FBLA-PBL, Inc. President/Chief Executive Officer Jean Buckley, National FBLA Membership
Director Lisa Frye-Smothers, TRI Leadership Resources Chief Leadership Officer Ryan
Underwood, Galena FBLA Adviser Cindy Tedford-Wall, VoTech FBLA Adviser Lynda Spann,
Spring Creek FBLA Adviser Jeanne Joyce, and Hug FBLA Adviser Silvia Marin to meet and
exchange ideas and provide recommendations on a new management design for Nevada FBLA.
With the insight of these FBLA leaders, it was determined that TRI Leadership Resources, LLC
would become the management firm for Nevada FBLA and Ryan Underwood named Executive
Director. Retired Wooster FBLA Adviser Mrs. Leola Tucker would serve during the transition
process as the interim State Adviser. Mr. Underwood and Mrs. Tucker would then work in
partnership with the Department of Education and local chapter advisers and state officers to design
a long term plan for the governance, finance, and growth of FBLA.

The beginning of the new school year in 2000-01 brought many new changes and advancements for
Nevada FBLA. Ryan Underwood was named the first Nevada FBLA Executive Director and
Rhonda Bohall was named Finance Director. Ryan quickly appointed a dynamic team of FBLA
leaders and champions to the first State Committee. Together they forged a strategic plan for the
organization including the eventual incorporation of Nevada FBLA-PBL as its own nonprofit
foundation.
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Appointment of State Committee

In Fall of 2001, Nevada FBLA named the first State Committee composed of newly appointed
Region Advisers, Business and Alumni Representative, the Nevada FBLA State Chair, FBLA State
President, and Executive Director. The first members of the Nevada FBLA State Committee were:

State Chair Dr. Greg Richens, Department of Education
State President Bryan Terry, VoTech High School
Executive Director Ryan Underwood, Nevada FBLA

Eastern Region Adviser Jeanne Joyce, Spring Creek FBLA

Northern Region Adviser Cindy Tedford-Wall, Galena FBLA
Southern Region Adviser Lynda Spann, VoTech FBLA
Business & Alumni Elly Hanks, State Officer Alumnus

In Fall of 2002 State Committee positions for the FBLA Collegiate Division Adviser and Collegiate
Division State President were added. The first members of the Nevada FBLA State Committee from
the FBLA Collegiate Division were:

Collegiate Division Adviser  Dr. Jay Larson, Great Basin College
Collegiate Division President Dan Mahlberg, Great Basin College

By the Fall of 2005, Nevada had achieved many of its early strategic planning goals and objectives.
Membership and chapters were growing. Nevada had established itself as a leader of innovative
programs. Nevada leaders were regularly being elected to national office and members were
winning at higher levels than ever before. Financial performance continued to strengthen,
conferences were growing, and the FBLA Collegiate Division of PBL was off to a fast start. FBLA’s
part-time staff of Ryan Underwood and Rhonda Bohall had grown to include former National FBLA
Education Director Glenn Morris as State Adviser and Competitive Events Manager Mike Oechsner.
Dr. Richens, Phyllis Dryden, and Ryan Underwood determined that it was time for Nevada FBLA to
take its next bold step by officially incorporating as a Nevada nonprofit foundation. The structure,
official forms and bylaws were drafted and on January 13, 2006 at the Circus Circus Hotel in Reno
Nevada FBLA-PBL, Inc. was officially created. The first elected officers of the Board of Trustees
were: Jeanne Joyce Board Chair; Karen Hertberg, Vice Chair; and Elly Hanks Secretary/Treasurer.

Founding members of the Nevada FBI-RBL, Inc. Board of Trustees

Jeanne Joyc&pring Creek High School, Board Chair

Elly Hanks, Controller, Aristocrat Technologies, Board Secretary/Treasurer

Dr. Greg Richens, Nevada FBL%tate Chair, Business and Marketing Consultant,
Nevada Department of Education

Ryan Underwood, FBLAPBL Executve Director

Derwin Lawson, FBLA Adviser, Chaparral High School

Ashley Smith, Nevada PBL State President

Bryan West, Nevada FBLA State President

Phyllis Dryden, Director of Workforce and Adult Education, Nevada Department of
Education

Karen Hertberg, Profegnal Member and Business Professional

> > D> D>
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In 2006 Dr. Greg Richens announced his departufeBa#\ State Chair to become the Director of
Continuing Educadn at Weber State University. Melissa Scott was promoted from the Clark
County School District to # position of Nevada FBLA State Chair. Dr. Richens agreed to
volunteer as Associate State Adviser in order to facilitate a smooth transition and to complete his
remaining year of service as a member of the FBLA National Board of Directors.

In 2007 Newada secured additional pdime staff to assist in serving the growing services and
conferences provided by FBLA. Glenn Morris was promoted to Associate State DiMiiter,
Oechsner was promoted to State Adviser, and Sean Robinson became the FBLAffktate
Leadership Coach.
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Nevada FBLA-PBL Honorees & Achievers

FBLA-PBL National Officers from Nevada

1972-73
1980-81
1988-89
1991-92
1998-99
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2005-06
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08

National Western Region Vice President
National Western Region Vice President
National Western Region Vice President
National Treasurer

National Western Region Vice President
National Parliamentarian

National President

National Western Region Vice President
National Western Region Vice President
National Treasurer

National President

National Western Region Vice President

FBLA-PBL State Presidents

Sam Weaver, Hug FBLA

Allen Dolifka, Wooster FBLA

David Reyna, Tonopah FBLA

Kyle Prior, Owyhee FBLA

Amanda Marvel, Spring Creek FBLA
Andrea Holmen, Spring Creek FBLA
Jeff Jordan, Advanced Technologies
Angela Stirm, Spring Creek FBLA
Bryan West, Spring Creek FBLA
Ryan Paul, UNR

Ryan Paul, UNR

Chris Williams, Galena FBLA

2007-08 Christian Talavera, Proctor R. Hug High School FBLA

2006-07 Chris Williams, Galena FBLA

Jamii Hass, UNR

2005-06 Bryan West, Spring Creek

Ashley Smith, UNR

2004-05 Andrew Childers, Community College High School

2003-04

2002-03

2001-02

2000-01

Ryan Paul, University of Nevada, Reno

Julia Harrison, Advanced Technologies Academy

Steve Houk, Great Basin College

Detrick Sanford, Advanced Technologies Academy

Dan Mahlberg, Great Basin College

Bryan Terry, VoTech FBLA

Jeff Jordan, Advanced Technologies Academy FBLA
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Whodos Who in Nevada FBLA

2007 Chris Williams, Galena FBLA
Jamii Hass, UNR

2006 Bryan West, Spring Creek FBLA
Zhan-Tao Yang, Advanced Technologies Academy
Andrea Holmen, UNR
Ryan Paul, UNR

2005 Andrew Childers, Community College High School
Ashley Smith, UNR

2004 Julia Harrison, A TECH
Ryan Paul, UNR

2003 Ryan Paul, Churchill County FBLA
Angela Stirm, Spring Creek FBLA

2002 Bryan Terry, VoTech FBLA
Jeff Jordan, Advanced Technologies Academy

2001 Jeff Jordan, Advanced Technologies Academy
Andrea Holmen, Spring Creek FBLA

Adviser of the Year
2007 John Anderson, Reed FBLA
2006 Kelly Compton, Canyon Springs FBLA
2005 Stacy Peterson, Galena High School FBLA
2004 Linda Hammond, Churchill County High School
2003 Maraea Yates, VoTech FBLA—High School
Dr. Jay Larson, Great Basin College—Collegiate
2002 Lynda Spann, VoTech FBLA
2001 Cindy Tedford-Wall, Galena FBLA
2000 Jeanne Joyce, Spring Creek FBLA

Sweepstakes Award
2007 Galena FBLA
2006 Spring Creek FBLA
2005 VoTech FBLA
2004 Reed FBLA
2003 Spring Creek FBLA
2002 Clark FBLA

National FBLA-PBL Board of Directors Members
2002-03 Jeff Jordan, National President, Advanced Technologies Academy
2004-07 Dr. Greg Richens, Nevada FBLA-PBL State Chair
2006-07 Ryan Paul, National President, UNR

National FBLA-PBL Adviser Wall of Fame
2005 Jeanne Joyce
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Honorary Life Members
Leola Tucker, Wooster High School Adviser (RET), Interim State Adviser
Dr. Greg Richens, Nevada FBLA-PBL State Chair & National Board Member
Lynda Spann, VoTech FBLA, Nevada FBLA State Committee
Jeanne Joyce, Spring Creek FBLA, First Board of Trustees Chair
Cindy Tedford-Wall, Galena High School, Longest Serving Adviser (25 years)
Dr. Edward Miller, CEO Emeritus, National FBLA-PBL, Inc.
Eric Hilton, Hilton Hotel Corporation
Elaine Hoover, Wooster High School, First Local Chapter Adviser

Character of Enterprise Award Winners
2003 Mayor Oscar Goodman, City of Las Vegas, Community Awards Honoree
Trustee Shirley Barber, Clark County School Board, Education Awards Honoree
Executive Vice President Bruce Daly, Bank of America, Business Awards Honoree

FBLA-PBL State Chairs
1972-  Evelyn Miller
1998

2000-  Dr. Greg Richens
2006

2006- Melissa Scott
current
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